Wright State faculty will file to strike
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FAIRBORN, Ohio (WDTN) - The union representing the WSU faculty
announced Saturday night that on Monday they will file to strike. The AAUP
WSU and the university's Board of Trustees have been in contract
negotiations for the last two years.

On Friday night, the Board of Trustees made what they called their "last,
best" contract offer. They voted unanimously on in a public session to
implement the terms and conditions of the offer immediately.

The AAUP WSU spent six hours on campus going over the contract
and unequivocally rejected it.

"We were shocked last night because of their decision. We were horrified by
the contract they decided to impose," Noeleen Mcllvenna, the
AAUP's contract administration officer said.

The contract keeps faculty's salary at their current levels and adds them to
the same healthcare plan as other university employees. It also allows for
furlough days but Mcllvenna said one of the worst things it does is increase
in their course load. She said it would negatively affect students.

"(Faculty) cannot give them individualized attention. They cannot give the
same level of energy and attention to every course they offer,” Mcllvenna
said. We hate to do this. This is our last stand for Wright State University."

The Board of Trustees told us 2 News Friday, the new contract was necessary
to address the school's financial crisis.
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"It was really about putting in what the Board believed and worked really
hard on a reasonable, fair, terms and conditions," Doug Fecher, chairmain
Board of Trustees said.

University trustees still a chance to come back with a different offer before a
strike.

Mcllvenna said faculty would strike as long as the Trustees refused to
negotiate.

The union said there are legal guidelines they must follow before hitting the
picket lines. That puts the possible strike sometime in the next three weeks
as students start the spring semester.

On October 29, both parties voted whether to accept or reject the findings
of a fact-finders report, which was meant to be a compromise proposal that
would help settle the contract disputes. Trustees voted to approve the report
as the next contract, while AAUP-WSU members rejected it.

You can read the terms of the contract here.
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® No daily interaction between WSU administration and union one week before
scheduled strike

In just one week the Wright State faculty are scheduled to strike, and it
appears neither side is willing to budge. Both the University president
and a union official say the battle is about doing what's best for the
students and the University, not about winning and losing. But each
side is so entrenched, and it doesn't look like this will be resolved soon.

Read More »
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Police: Man stabs brother in leg

Officials say a man reportedly stabbed his brother in the leg.

Read More »

® SNAP money to be distributed early because of shutdown
According to Montgomery County Jobs and Family Services, 70,000

people in Montgomery County recieve food assistance.

Read More »

® Physician process to recommend medical marijuana

Dr. Shelli Ridge, an osteopathic family physician in Fairborn, is one of
the physicians certified to recommend medical marijuana.
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Beavercreek residents to directly vote for mayor

The Dayton Business Journal reports that in past years, the city council
member with the most votes would become mayor for a two-year term.

Read More »
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